
MASS SCHEDULE 

Saturday Evening/Sunday Vigil 

4:00 PM St. Teresa & St. Mary’s 

5:15 PM Our Lady of Peace & Nativity of BVM 

 

Sunday Morning 

7:30 AM St. Mary’s 

8:00 AM Our Lady of Peace & Nativity of BVM 

9:00 AM St. Mary’s & St. Teresa 

10:00 AM Our Lady of Peace & Nativity of BVM 

11:00 AM St. Mary’s 

 

Weekday Masses 

St. Mary’s:  Monday – Saturday 9:00 AM                    

(Monday-Thursday in Chapel; Friday-Saturday in Main Church) 

Nativity of BVM: Monday, Wednesday – Saturday 8:00 AM. 

Tuesday 9:00 AM 

Our Lady of Peace: Monday – Thursday 8:00 AM, Friday 

6:30 AM 

St. Teresa: Monday – Tuesday 8:00 AM, Wednesday 5:30 
PM, Thursday – Friday 8:00 AM, Saturday 9:00 AM 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE: 716-688-9380 

6919 Transit Road, Swormville, NY  14051 

Office hours:  

Monday – Friday 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM 

————————————————- 

St. Teresa of Avila Church                        
5771 Buell Street, Akron, NY 14001            

716-542-9103 

Our Lady of Peace Church                     
10950 Main Street, Clarence, NY 14031     

716-759-8554 

Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church 

4375 Harris Hill Rd., Williamsville, NY 14221  

716-632-8838 

St. Mary’s Church                                    
6919 Transit Road Swormville, NY 14051      

716-688-9380 

Rev. Thomas M. Mahoney, Pastor 

Rev. Walter J. Szczesny, Senior Parochial Vicar 

Rev. Arthur E. Mattulke, Senior Parochial Vicar 

Rev. Joseph N. Franz. Parochial Vicar 

 

Deacon Richard Stachura 

Deacon Thomas Friedman 

Deacon Ronald Adamczak 

Deacon Arthur Sullivan 

Deacon Peter Donnelly  

 

Akron Clarence Roman Catholic Community 
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May 5, 2024  | Sixth Sunday of Easter 



Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 

 

Dear Parishioners, 

Our gospel passage this weekend continues the theme of discipleship in John’s Gospel.  Jesus teaches us today 
that love is the defining quality of discipleship.  To remain in the abiding love, life, and joy of Jesus Christ, a disciple 

will need to keep His commandments. 

A disciple can be obedient out of a variety of possible motivations.  I would like to reflect on three motivations to be a 
disciple.  Two of these motivations are mentioned in our gospel passage today.  The first motivation is that of a slave.  
Slaves perform their duties, not of free will, but mostly out of a desire to avoid punishment.  Thus, a slave’s obedi-
ence to the master’s command was often based on fear.  When a person is motivated primarily by a fear of punish-

ment something is missing – love. 

Another motivation for obedience is a desire for a reward or compensation.  This would describe a mercenary.  A 
mercenary is motivated primarily by desire for reward and remains self-centered in their attitude. They are free, but 

they behave like a hired hand. 

So when we are obedient to God out of a fear of eternal damnation, we make ourselves a relationship with that of 
master and slave.  God rejects this type of relationship.  He does not want our relationship to be based on fear of 

punishment. 

If we are obedient to God out of a desire for a reward – entry into heaven – we make our relationship with God that of 
a mercenary.  We become a hired hand seeking compensation.  God does not want our relationship based on a de-

sire for a reward. 

In our gospel today Jesus tells us what kind of relationship God does want, “I have called you friends”.  The relation-
ship Jesus is inviting us to have with God is a relationship based on friendship.  Only the motivation of love will allow 

us to be in right relationship with God.  

Does Jesus define what love is necessary?  He does.  A love that willingly sacrifices for the other with out fear of 

punishment or desire for reward.  How far should this love go?  “to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” 

Thus, friendship with God is very challenging.  Friends care for one another out of love rather than fear of punish-
ment or desire for reward.  Friends are friends all day, every day.  It can be easy for us to love others – as long as we 
get to love them on our terms.  Jesus wanted to clarify and establish once and for all what true love looks like, so he 

defined it for us on the Cross.   

If we want to be disciples, if we want to be his friend, then we must manifest the same love in our lives that Jesus 
manifested in His life.  This challenge of discipleship requires us to love not only the people with whom we want to 

share our lives but all those the Lord has placed in our midst – whether we choose them or not. 

Mary, Mother of God, pray for us.  Tereas of Avila, pray for us.  All holy men and women, pray for us. 

AMDG, 

Fr. Tom Mahoney 



Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary Mass Schedule  
 

Sanctuary Candle Dedication 
May 10-16—Russell Christopher (healing)-  
         Gugliuzza Family      
May 17-23—John  Irving– repose of his soul—Susan  
            Gugliuzza 

Mass Intentions 
Saturday, May 4 
5:15PM   Rose Anne Duffin Concannon—Ludwig Family 
   Deceased members of Nenni & Fortunato  
            Families—Carolyn Nenni 
Sunday, May 5—Sixth Sunday of Easter 
8:00AM    Carolyn Voit—Jean Paa               
10:00AM   Simone Minneci— Wife & Children 
Monday, May 6 
8:00AM     Bertha Krug—Sons 
Tuesday, May 7 
9:00AM     All Souls—Nativity Parishioners 
Wednesday, May 8—St. Damoem deVeuster, priest 
8:00AM    Helen Gough—Lyn Hutchinson 
Thursday, May 9—Ascension of the Lord 
8:00AM     Albert Benker—Robison & Benker Families 
     Alison Benker—Robison & Benker Families 
1:00PM      All Souls—Nativity Parishioners 
7:00PM     Parishioners of Nativity—Fr. Tom Mahoney 
Friday, May 10 
8:00AM    Wolfgang Voit—Jean Paa   
Saturday, May 11 
8:00AM    Karen Sroka Werner—The Family  
5:15PM    Pat Hill & Georgia Manos—Carolyn Nenni      
Eleanor Mahoney—Fr. Tom 
Sunday, May 12—Seventh Sunday of Easter 
8:00AM     Helen Clohessy—Robert & Ann Ludwig  
10:00AM   Jane Schrader—Nancy & Harry Carroll     

  

Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
   4375 Harris Hill Road, Williamsville, NY  14221   

Phone:  716-632-8838  Fax 716-632-7898 
nativityoffice@nativityharrishill.org  

 
Eucharistic Adoration: Wednesdays 7:30-8:30 

with Divine Mercy Chaplet @ 8:00pm 
Confession:  Saturday 3:45-4:45pm  

  
Nativity of Mary School     Pre K-8     716-633-7441 

office@nativityofmaryschool.org 
Mrs. Nicole Richard – Principal                                 nrich-

ard@nativityofmaryschool.org 
  

Family Faith Formation     716-634-3130 
Debbie Daigler – Director 

 ddaiglernbvm@gmail.com 
_______________________________________ 

 Please keep in prayer the  people on our sick list:  
Michael Hartman,  Susan Rogers, Timothy Gallivan,     

Ted & Diane Petroff, Anna Daigler., Carolyn Dorigo ,     

David Kraatz 

For all those participating in the 33 days to Morning Glory, Marian 

retreat - May the Holy Spirit, living in Mary, guide our hearts closer 

to Jesus through Our Blessed Mother.   

 

St. Teresa of Avila 
   5771 Buell St., PO Box 168, Akron, NY 14001   

Phone:  716-542-9103 
stteresasofakron@verizon.net 

  

Holy Hour with Eucharistic Adoration & Benediction
- Second Friday of the month              7:30 - 8:30 pm.  

 

Confession:  Saturday 2:30-3:30 pm  
Also the 1st Saturday of the month 8:15-8:45 am       

& Vigil of Holy Days 3:30-4:15 pm 
 

Rosary: First Saturday Prior to 9 am Mass 
 

Family Faith Formation        716-542-9103 Ext. 2 
stteresasfamilyfaith@gmail.com 

Margie Wood  

Trustees 
Dick Campbell & Wally Smith  

 

Please Keep In Your Prayers: Lucas Lowe, Baby Josh, Paul Schifferle, 

Gloria Kintzel, Karen Fox, William Eberhard, Barbara Ford, Susan 

Hegetsweiller, Bob Larouere, Linda Chaffee, Richard Jordan, Joe 

Vasi, Sterling McCarriagher, Jean Ottney, Shirley Lantz, Rita 

Whelan, and Laura Gray 
 

 

St. Teresa of Avila Mass Schedule 

 
 

Saturday, May 4  
 

4:00 pm  In Memory of Jim Vasi by Michael Shaw 
 

Sunday, May 5 – Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 

9:00 am  William D. Lantz by the Lantz Family 
 

Monday, May 6 
8:00 am  Patricia Lederhouse by Bernadette Connolly 
 

Tuesday, May 7 
 

8:00 am  Intentions for Fathers 
 

Wednesday, May 8 – St. Damien deVeuster 
 

5:30 pm  Margaret Laciura Birthday Blessings by Mary Olsen 
 

Thursday, May 9 – Ascension of Our Lord 
 

8:00 am  Dearly Departed Souls 
7:30 pm  Helen Capan by Daughter 
 

Friday, May 10 
 

8:00 am  2 Year Anniversary of Death of Nancy O’Donnell 
    by Maureen Metzger 
 

Saturday, May 11 
 

9:00 am  Mr. & Mrs. Leo Preteroti & Family by Family 
 

4:00 pm  Jean Kisker by Cheryl & Marc 
 

Sunday, May 12 – Seventh Sunday of Easter 
 

9:00 am  Connie Caprio by Family 

mailto:stteresasfamilyfaith@gmail.com












From Family 36’s Refugee, Immigration and Hu-

man Trafficking Committee  

WE NEED YOUR UNUSED BIKES!  

Bicycle Collection at                                                

St. Joseph University Church,   3269 Main Street                                       

Saturday, May 18 from 8:30am–1:00pm 

Do you have an unused bicycle —any size, any condition—

ready for a new owner?  By reaching out across the area, we are 

able to gather bikes to be distributed throughout WNY to our 

neighbors needing transportation. 

We collect bicycles each year to be refurbished and recycled. 

The bicycles provide newly arrived refugees and immigrants in 

our community seeking much needed transportation for health 

care, food, education and recreation. Bring your bikes to our 

collection and with our partners at Wheels to Work 716, we will 

have them distributed this Spring. IF YOU NEED HELP TRANS-

PORTING A BIKE, WE HAVE PICK-UP 

ARRANGEMENTS ON A LIMITED 

BASIS. Contact Colleen Culligan at 716

-440-7411 or cculligan53@gmail.com. 



 

BIG SCREEN VIEWINGS OF SEASON FOUR 

Remaining Episodes will be presented  

Tuesday, May 7, Thursday May 16,  

Thursday May 23 and Thursday May 30                   

7: 00 PM in Nativity Church  

Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary  -  SixthSunday of Easter  

Knights of Columbus  -  Thought for the Week 

“Our Lady asks everyone to pray the rosary every day to combat the evils of this world. No one is more 
concerned about the future than us mothers. Mary tells us, in her Church-approved apparitions, that we 

can change the future by praying the Rosary. It is a way for us to leave our children a better world.” 

Sherry Boas from her book A Mother’s Bouquet Gift Edition: Rosary Meditations and Journal for Moms 

The St. Vincent de Paul Society (SVDP) offers assistance with food, clothing, gasoline, medicine, rent, utili-
ties and transportation to people of all backgrounds and faiths facing economic or emotional crises. To re-
quest assistance from SVDP, please call the Nativity Parish contact at 716-632-8838 ext. 420 and leave a 
message for a parish member to respond back. Financial donations can be placed directly in the collection 
boxes at Nativity Church. Clothing donations can be placed directly in the collection boxes in the lower 
parking lot at Nativity Church.  

CLARENCE COMMUNITY PANTRY  
extends their sincere appreciation and gratitude to the parishioners of Nativity for the generous donations of food and 
supplies throughout the year.  The Clarence Community Pantry serves approximately 85 households in the Clarence 
area and Clarence Central School District.  The Pantry is located at the rear lower level of Clarence Presbyterian Church, 
9675 Main St.., Clarence. 

The 33 Days to Morning Glory Retreat 

Remaining Monday meetings are : 

May 6—St. Mary’s in Swormville,  in the Cafeteria, at 7pm 

May 13—St. Teresa’s in Akron, in the Parish Hall, at 7pm 

May 20—Consecration Mass ( Feast of Mary, Mother of the Church) at 6pm at Our Lady of 
Peace, Clarence 

“No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends,” Jesus tells us. This does not always 
mean one heroic act of self-sacrifice. It can also be a life laid down in daily self-denial & service to others. The 
priesthood is just such a life. There is no greater love! To learn more, contact Fr. Dave Baker at 716-847-5535 or 
visit buffalovocations.org.  

FINE ARTS NIGHT: Cardinal O’Hara High School in the Town of Tonawanda will highlight its music, art and dance 

departments at the annual Fine Arts Night at starting at 6 p.m. Wednesday, May 8. Students’ artwork will include black 
and white photography, charcoal drawings, and acrylic paintings among other works. The program in the school’s Per-
forming Art Center will focus on the Jazz and Concert bands along with the Wind Ensemble. O’Hara choral groups will 
feature musical numbers by the Song Corps, chorus and a special combined performance. Dance performances will 

also be part of the program. The public is invited. For more information, call the school at 695-2600, ext. 312. 








