
MASS SCHEDULE 

Saturday Evening/Sunday Vigil 

4:00 PM St. Teresa & St. Mary’s 

5:15 PM Our Lady of Peace & Nativity of BVM 

 

Sunday Morning 

7:30 AM St. Mary’s 

8:00 AM Our Lady of Peace & Nativity of BVM 

9:00 AM St. Mary’s & St. Teresa 

10:00 AM Our Lady of Peace & Nativity of BVM 

11:00 AM St. Mary’s 

 

Weekday Masses 

St. Mary’s:  Monday – Saturday 9:00 AM                    

(Monday-Thursday in Chapel; Friday-Saturday in Main Church) 

Nativity of BVM: Monday, Wednesday – Saturday 8:00 AM. 

Tuesday 9:00 AM 

Our Lady of Peace: Monday – Thursday 8:00 AM, Friday 

6:30 AM 

St. Teresa: Monday – Tuesday 8:00 AM, Wednesday 5:30 
PM, Thursday – Friday 8:00 AM, Saturday 9:00 AM 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE: 716-688-9380 

6919 Transit Road, Swormville, NY  14051 

Office hours:  

Monday – Friday 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM 

————————————————- 

St. Teresa of Avila Church                        
5771 Buell Street, Akron, NY 14001            

716-542-9103 

Our Lady of Peace Church                     
10950 Main Street, Clarence, NY 14031     

716-759-8554 

Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church 

4375 Harris Hill Rd., Williamsville, NY 14221  

716-632-8838 

St. Mary’s Church                                    
6919 Transit Road Swormville, NY 14051      

716-688-9380 

Rev. Thomas M. Mahoney, Pastor 

Rev. Walter J. Szczesny, Senior Parochial Vicar 

Rev. Arthur E. Mattulke, Senior Parochial Vicar 

Rev. Joseph N. Franz. Parochial Vicar 

 

Deacon Richard Stachura 

Deacon Thomas Friedman 

Deacon Ronald Adamczak 

Deacon Arthur Sullivan 

Deacon Peter Donnelly  

 

Akron Clarence Roman Catholic Community 

www.AkronClarenceRCC.org 

April 21, 2024  | Fourth Sunday of Easter 



Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Dear Parishioners, 

We are now moving quickly through the Easter season. Fifty days may seem long, but Pentecost 
will be here before we know it. During this time our first readings are taken from the Acts of the 
Apostles. Some biblical scholars refer to the Acts of the Apostles as the gospel of the Holy Spirit. 

As we listen to the first reading this weekend it is not hard to realize how true this statement is. 
The Holy Spirit is front and center in the passages we heard during Easter Season. Peter is filled 
with the Holy Spirit when he addresses the leaders of the people. One of the gifts of the Holy Spir-
it is courage. We are in great need of this particular gift today. We are called like Peter to boldly 
proclaim the gospel with love. 

Throughout the history of the Catholic Church, when she has done this, she has grown. Of 
course, growth is only important if it results in the salvation of souls. Growth is not, or at least 
should not be, the goal. Salvation of souls is the goal of proclaiming the gospel. That is why both 
the truth and love are necessary in proclaiming the gospel. 

Once again, the Acts of the Apostles gives us the example of how we are going to renew the 
Church, and by extension, renew the face of the earth. Before the Sanhedrin Peter and John do 
not yell and scream, they calmly proclaim Christ risen from the dead. 

Yes, they accuse the people of putting to death the author of life, but not to condemn them but to 
urge them to repentance for their sins. Peter has not forgotten the message of the Risen Lord in 
the upper room on the morning of the Resurrection, “Peace be with you.” Peter knows that Jesus 
has not come to condemn the world but to offer salvation and eternal life to everyone. He knows 
this not only because Jesus taught him this, but because he experienced it in his life. 

We must do the same! Not only must we teach what we have learned but we must share what we 
have experienced in the Risen Lord. Hopefully we have all experienced the power of God’s for-
giveness through the Sacrament of Penance. To acknowledge that I am a sinner, in need of a re-
deemer, is the first step of conversion. Then, to recognize the true nature of God’s love is to real-
ize that you are a beloved child of God. 

God loves you unconditionally. His desire is for all human beings (and all of creation) to be one 
with Him. Not on our terms but on His terms. This means that we are called to live in the light of 
His truth in love. And having received that light, truth, and love, we are sent into the darkness of 
this world to lead others to the light, the truth, with love. 

The Apostles conquered the Roman Empire by boldly proclaiming the truth, living in the light of 
the truth, and sharing the love of God with everyone. Our challenges are different than theirs, but 
not more difficult. With the same Holy Spirit, we can conquer the culture of death that is so perva-
sive in Western culture today. 

We must keep in the forefront of our minds and hearts that God did not send His Son into the 
world to condemn the world but that the world might be saved through Him. 

Mary, Mother of God, pray for us. St. Teresa of Avila, pray for us.    

AMDG,       

 Fr. Tom 



Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary Mass Schedule  
 

Sanctuary Candle Dedication 
April 26– May 2—Gloria Drobits—Sue & Bill Rusin 
May 3-9—Thanksgiving for Blessings Received—
          Janet Vito 

Mass Intentions 
Saturday, April 20 
5:15PM  Joseph & Bertha Heigl—daughter Kathy  
                 Janson 
            John, Alice, Judie McCullough— 
               Julie & Liz McCullough 
Sunday, April 21—Fourth Sunday of Easter 
8:00AM       Florence DeChellis—Chuck & Maria Bova 
10:00AM     Angelo Natale Sr.— Patrick & Sharon Stein      
Monday, April 22 
8:00AM        All Souls—Nativity Parishioners 
Tuesday,April 23—St. George & St. Adalbert 
9:00AM       All Souls—Nativity Parishioners 
Wednesday, April 24 
8:00AM     Richard & Rosemarie Sroka—The Children       
Thursday, April 25 
8:00AM      Roger Little—Patrick & Sharon Stein 
      Rosalia Castiglia—Domenica Castiglia 
Friday, April 26 
8:00AM      Carolyn Beaulieu—Buffalo Snowbirds  
          Decorative Painters 
Saturday, April 27 
8:00AM      Brian Morealle—Karen Hanover 
5:15PM     Rita & Willard Lehner—Loving Family 
     Rita Clarey—Patrick Clarey 
Sunday, April 28—Fifth Sunday of Easter 
8:00AM     Wayne Brooker—Ann Brooker  
                  Joseph Pawlak—Mary & Jamie Orrange 
10:00AM    Mark E. Wojcik—Stan & Linda Wojcik
      Jessica Hanna—Katie Wheeler  

Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
   4375 Harris Hill Road, Williamsville, NY  14221   

Phone:  716-632-8838  Fax 716-632-7898 
nativityoffice@nativityharrishill.org  

 
Eucharistic Adoration: Wednesdays 7:30-8:30 

with Divine Mercy Chaplet @ 8:00pm 
Confession:  Saturday 3:45-4:45pm  

  
Nativity of Mary School     Pre K-8     716-633-7441 

office@nativityofmaryschool.org 
Mrs. Nicole Richard – Principal                                 

nrichard@nativityofmaryschool.org 
  

Family Faith Formation     716-634-3130 
Debbie Daigler – Director 

 ddaiglernbvm@gmail.com 
_______________________________________ 

  
Please keep in prayer the  people on our sick list:  

Thomas Downing, Mary Downing, Michael Hartman, 

Susan Rogers, Timothy Gallivan, Ted & Diane Petroff, 

Anna Daigler, Carolyn Dorigo. 

 

St. Teresa of Avila 
   5771 Buell St., PO Box 168, Akron, NY 14001   

Phone:  716-542-9103 
stSt. Teresa of Avila 

   5771 Buell St., PO Box 168, Akron, NY 14001   
Phone:  716-542-9103 

stteresasofakron@verizon.net 
  

Holy Hour with Eucharistic Adoration & Benediction
- Second Friday of the month              7:30 - 8:30 pm.  

 
Confession:  Saturday 2:30-3:30 pm  

Also the 1st Saturday of the month 8:15-8:45 am       
& Vigil of Holy Days 3:30-4:15 pm 

 
Rosary: First Saturday Prior to 9 am Mass 

 
Family Faith Formation        716-542-9103 Ext. 2 

stteresasfamilyfaith@gmail.com 
Margaret Wood  

Trustees 
Dick Campbell & Wally Smith  

 
Please Keep In Your Prayers: Lucas Lowe, Baby 

Josh, Paul Schifferle, Gloria Kintzel, Karen Fox, Wil-
liam Eberhard, Barbara Ford, Susan Hegetsweiller, 
Bob Larouere, Linda Chaffee, Richard Jordan, Joe 
Vasi, Sterling McCarriagher, Jean Ottney, Shirley 

Lantz, Rita Whelan, and Laura Gray 

St. Teresa of Avila Mass Schedule 
 

Saturday, April 20  
4:00 pm Gloria Rembas by Estate 
 

Sunday, April 21 – Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 9:00 am  Msgr. Robert Williamson – Birthday Blessings by

  the St. Teresa Women’s Guild 

 

Monday, April 22   
 8:00 am In Memory of Gertrude Bartels & Andrew Kor-

szylowski by Estate of Gertrude Bartels 
 

Tuesday, April 23 – St. George & St. Adalbert 
 8:00 am  Ray Laciura – Birthday Remembrance by Mary 

Olsen 
 

Wednesday, April 24  
 5:30 pm  Martin Birkholz by The Flumerfeldt Family 
 

Thursday, April 25 – St. Mark 
 8:00 am   Intentions for Fathers 
 

Friday, April 26  
 8:00 am     Dearly Departed Souls 
 

Saturday, April 27 
 9:00 am  Tim Olsen – Birthday Blessings by Mom 
 

 4:00 pm  Bob Tiedt by Sheila & John Ernst 
 

Sunday, April 28 – Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 9:00 am  Bill Lantz by Patricia & Catherine Feldman 













Anyone who has a child with Down syndrome knows what an incredible gift 
it is. Gabby’s Gift, a heartwarming tribute by a loving father, tells the story 
of how a very special girl has touched and blessed the lives of all who have 
come to know her. From the perspective of a father, readers will see the 
transformative effect that having such a special child has on a couple, a 
family, and a community. This new, enlightened perspective will engage 
readers and inspire them to see life in a new way. 
This is a story about a father’s love for his daughter with Down syndrome. 
From the moment he and his wife learned of their child’s diagnosis, Gabby 
has had a profound impact on them, their older children, their faith, and the 
community. It is a story about how Gabby has touched her family and the 
lives of her community in so many ways. It is also about Gabby’s love for 
life in its entirety and her love for our Lord and Savior. By sharing the de-
tails of his daughter’s life and the many ways she has made a difference in 
his life and the lives of others, author Steven Flumerfeldt pays special trib-
ute to this beautiful young woman who truly is a gift from God. Readers will 
enjoy Gabby’s Gift for its inspiring message that having a child with Down 

syndrome is a profound blessing.  

At this time it is only available as an e-book but it will be available 

soon in soft cover.  https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0CW1CHDNS 

Gabby Flumerfeldt is an altar 
server at St. Teresa of Avila 



 

BIG SCREEN VIEWINGS OF SEASON FOUR 

CONSECUTIVE THURSDAYS  -  APRIL 11—MAY 30                                        

7: 00 PM in Nativity Church  

[exception– Tuesday, May 7th in place of May 9th] 

Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary  -  Fourth Sunday of Easter  

Knights of Columbus  -  Thought for the Week 

“It is not enough to love the young; they must know that they are loved,” 

 St. John Bosco 

The St. Vincent de Paul Society (SVDP) offers assis-
tance with food, clothing, gasoline, medicine, rent, utili-
ties and transportation to people of all backgrounds and 
faiths facing economic or emotional crises. To request 
assistance from SVDP, please call the Nativity Parish 
contact at 716-632-8838 ext. 420 and leave a message 
for a parish member to respond back. Financial dona-
tions can be placed directly in the collection boxes at 
Nativity Church. Clothing donations can be placed di-
rectly in the collection boxes in the lower parking lot at 
Nativity Church.  

People of Praise -   Youth Camp & Mission 

 

            Basket Raffle Fundraiser 

     Saturday, April 27, 2024, 5:30pm 

  Nativity BVM Gym – Main & Harris Hill 

Dedicate the Sanctuary Candle 
The red Sanctuary Lamp burns to remind us of the sacramen-

tal presence of Jesus Christ. It is a mark of honor to remind 
the faithful of the presence of Christ, and is a profession of 
their love and affection. If you wish to have the Sanctuary 

Lamp burning in memory of a loved one, to honor a special 
occasion, or a special intention make arrangements with the 
Parish Rectory Office. The cost of the candle is $10.00. It will 
burn for one week, beginning on a Friday and completing the 
Thursday of the following week. The memorial or intention will 

be published in the Bulletin. 

The Refugee, Immigrant and Migrant Ministry will be partner-
ing with Father Ron to resettle a family from Uganda, in the 
Buffalo area.  Similar to our previous resettlement projects, 
we are asking for pledges of donations NOW.  We will col-
lect and store donations on Saturday,  April 27th  from 9:30 
am -11:00 am in the PAA center.  The “wish list” of house-
hold goods needed for the family, can be accessed at 
https://tinyurl.com/NewListRefugee 

Wegmans, Tops and Walmart gift cards are welcome. 

If you are interested in assisting with the move in process, 

sometime in May, please contact Cheryl Gelder @ gelderch-

eryl@yahoo.com 

On this Good Shepherd Sunday we celebrate the World Day of Prayer for Vocations. Pray for an increase in voca-
tions to the priesthood, diaconate, and religious life -- especially in our diocese. May Jesus raise up good shep-
herds in our midst. If you feel the call, talk with Fr. Dave Baker at 716-847- 5535 or visit buffalovocations.org.  

https://tinyurl.com/NewListRefugee




Effective December 3, 2023 : Prayer names will be posted for one 

month unless special circumstances exist. For reasons of priva-

cy, only family members will be allowed to quest the publication 

of names for the prayer listing in the bulletin.

St. Francis High School Choral & Instrumental 2024 Spring Concert  

Thursday, April 25th @ 7pm(no charge)                                                           
4129 Lake Shore Blvd. Hamburg, NY 

Marian Mini-Retreat: Join your female friends in faith for an evening of peace, wellness and fellowship to celebrate the 
month of Mary at Kin Loch Farmstead (4299 Ridge Road Lockport, NY 14094) on Thursday May 16

th
 from 7:00pm-

8:45pm. Activities include movement and praying the Rosary by SoulCore, Tea Tasting and make your own lavender 
sachet. Tickets are $30. All proceeds  benefit Chesterton Academy.  

Visit https://tinyurl.com/MarianMiniRetreat24 for more information.  

The Church Musicians Guild of Buffalo 

and 

St. Louis Church 

present a  

 

Festival Ensembles Concert 
 

Featuring the choirs of St. Joseph Cathe-
dral, St. Louis,  

St. Anthony, Blessed Trinity, Queen of 
Heaven the  

St. John Paul II Schola Cantorum 

 
Sunday, April 21, 2024 

5:00 PM 

St. Louis Church 
780 Main Street (at Edward) 

Buffalo, New York 

 
Please join us for a lovely afternoon of great mu-

sic!  Free admission 

Monday May 13th 2024 

(Mary Palmer & OLP Music Ministry) 

Christ in Me Arise 

7-8 PM Inspirational Outdoor Concert 

[6:15 PM Slider Sandwich, Side & Dessert) 

Bring a Lawn Chair 

Free Will Donations accepted 

Location: Our Lady of Pompeii Parking Lot 

129 Laverack Ave. Lancaster NY 14086 

(Rain location—OLP Aud.) 

https://tinyurl.com/MarianMiniRetreat24



